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~ Rehabilitation center seeks govt

mmummummmtmm

By A Staff Reporter

IMPHAL | Apr 20

Realize Rehabilitation
Center has sought the at-
tention of the state govemn:
ment and other cvil bodies
to look into the problems
faced by drug users during
the lockdown,

Briefing the media after
providing mid-day meals
to drug users at North ADC
on Monday, project direc-
tor of Realize Rehabilitation
Center, Ole Wangkheima-
yum appealed to the pub-
lic to stop the stigma and
dizscrimination towards the
drug users.

He said that the state
government and other or-
ganisations have distnbut-
ed reliel materials ar van-
ous places. But, drug users
U-'hD are not mn a PIJ'SII'IBI"I
to openly come out in the
public are left behind,

Manipuri film actress,
Leishangthem Tonthol who

casion said that many sec-
tions of the state can open-
ly place their demands
through media and other
means. But, drug users are
not in a position to openly
raise their voices and they
may be facing more chal-
lenges than others during
the lockdown

North AOC is a stop-
ping point for people com-
ing from other states and

wanted activities has been
going on for long time at
the site, said Tonthoi. She

also appealed to the state
government to take up a
concrete step for the wel-
fare of the drug users loi:
tering at North AOC
Failing to station them

at a proper place could be-

come a factor in spread-
ing other diseases besides
COVID-19, she added.

or said that they have ney-
er received such help from
any organisations or the
state government till date
She said, *| am ashamed
of how | live now but | am
helpless. | want to stop us-
ing drugs but | cannot im-
mediately stop it due to my
addiction”

Another user said that
there are tmes where they
have no food to eat for two
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